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Perhaps what I appreciated most about my Duke-Margolis internship experience was the 

Center’s commitment to maximizing interns’ learning and integrating interns’ work into the 

larger Margolis community. With the pandemic ongoing, I anticipated barely ever interacting 

with other interns and for my work to stay relegated to my team. But more so than in any other 

internship or learning experience I have had, I felt very valued as a student contributor. Our 

weekly journal clubs allowed us to engage in health policy topics that might be new to us and to 

learn from each other’s experiences. We also attended a series of Anti-Racism Seminars to 

discuss and collectively grow our understandings of anti-racist policy. Even outside of our 

academic growth, we had social events among interns so we could get to know each other 

personally. I continue to be deeply impressed with my fellow interns’ ability and intellect. 

Because of the internship coordinators’ immense efforts, working from home did not at all mean 

working alone. 

Nor was this an internship, like many out there, where I was simply handed the tasks 

nobody else wanted to do. From the beginning, my mentor’s primary goal was for me to do the 

work I wanted to do and to gain the skills I wanted to gain. Our project involving a hypertension 

-reduction program in Durham county was perfect for my personal goals. I sought, and in the 

end, gained, real experience running statistical analyses, developing findings and crafting the 

‘story’ of the research, submitting research as the primary author, and (most importantly!) better 

understanding patients’ experiences. I always got as much guidance and help as I needed to do 

all of that. Whenever we hit a fork in the road, Dr. Granger always brought it back to my goals 

for the summer and charted the course to best serve those. Because of that commitment, I was 

allowed to use my full abilities to analyze our data, submit research abstracts to major 

conferences, and develop paper manuscripts for significant journals. As a graduate intern, that 

freedom meant a lot to me.  

I also met frequently with folks from our partner site, Lincoln Community Health Center, 

as a full-fledged, trusted representative of our Margolis team. Those of us who work in policy are 

often too removed from patients’ experiences. Being able to maintain that clinical connection 

was key to my internship experience. Were it not for the pandemic, I know that my mentor was 

committed to my being a constant presence at Lincoln. I greatly look forward to continuing my 

role on the project once the pandemic has subsided so we can continue to learn in-person from 

the patients’ our project serves. 

At the end of the summer, we got to share our research with the entire Margolis 

community and field questions. It was clear how folks at all levels of the Center were interested 

in our work and invested in our growth as health policy practitioners. With luck, I will be able to 

present our team’s work at multiple conferences in the coming months as well. I’m extremely 

thankful for my experience at Duke-Margolis this summer and know that my skills, knowledge, 

and perspective have all grown immensely for having been here. 
 


