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Over this past summer, I spent time working alongside research faculty Christina Silcox and members of 

the Biomedical Innovation team at the Duke-Margolis Center to explore the challenges facing Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) within healthcare. More specifically, my project aimed to identify organizations and 

individuals addressing the policy challenges hindering AI’s implementation into medicine. In addition to 

working on this project, I learned about the cutting-edge work being done at the Margolis Center and how 

that work will impact both the local and global community.  

As an aspiring biomedical engineer and doctor, I’ve always been interested in designing and developing 

technology that can impact others. More specifically, my draw towards engineering always stemmed from 

the potential to build machines through intricate circuitry, computer modeling, 3D printing, etc. However, 

as a part of the AI team at the Margolis Center, I recognized that engineers aren’t necessarily confined to 

building circuits or soldering wires together, but can play important roles in addressing problems within 

fields such as public policy and law. By understanding what problems need to be addressed before 

implementing AI into medicine, I began to understand how using the knowledge I gained from past 

engineering classes could be used to induce lasting change on the policy level. Better understanding the 

adaptability of engineering principles to field such as law and policy has vastly changed my outlook on 

both engineering, and my future career.  

In addition to recognizing the applicability of engineering to health policy, my impression of academic 

research changed significantly. Prior to the Margolis Center, I worked in other research labs and 

supported graduate students by carrying out a number of seemingly irrelevant, mundane tasks. 

Furthermore, I struggled to connect with my research mentor and had difficulty in understanding the 

complexities involved in my research project. During these past experiences, my interest in academic 

research was degrading. But through the Margolis Center, being able to work alongside passionate 

mentors and peers to tackle important problems reignited my interest in conducting research. I found my 

mentor to be extremely supportive and I appreciated how everyone I interacted with cared deeply about 

my learning and participation. Working in such an energetic, collaborative environment was invigorating 

and observing everyone’s passion for both their own and other’s work really changed my outlook on what 

research was all about. From research associates, all the way to the director himself, all the members of 

the Margolis Center seemed to have a collective interest in improving our healthcare system and 

addressing the challenges facing our world today. I cannot stress how inspiring it was to work with such 

driven, optimistic faculty and peers. 

With that in mind, I can confidently state that my summer experience at the Margolis Center was 

amazing. Not only was I able to conduct a meaningful, relevant project, but my understanding of 

academic research was changed drastically, and my future career path was altered. From a distance, it 

might seem that this internship was simply another step in my academic career, but when I think about all 

that I’ve gained over these past ten weeks, this experience was a leap in the right direction.   


