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The mission of Duke University's Robert J. Margolis, MD, Center for Health Policy is to
improve health and the value of health care through practical, innovative, and evidence-
based policy solutions. Duke-Margolis brings together capabilities that generate and
analyze evidence across the spectrum of policy to practice, supporting the triple aim of
health care – improving the experience of care, the health of populations and reducing
the per capita cost.  This requires broad multidisciplinary capabilities that few
institutions can bring together, and is fueled by Duke University’s entrepreneurial
culture. The Center focuses on increasing opportunities to gain exposure to the field of
health policy through collaborative curricular pathways and expanded mentored
research opportunities for students interested in health policy.

The aim of the Summer Research Symposium is to provide an opportunity for students
in the Internship Program to interact with leaders from academia, industry partners,
various funding agencies, and publishers at a single venue. Summer Research Symposium
attendees are a highly diverse group, and spend ample time thinking about how to reach
people who are not specialists in your field. The Symposium also provides students with
the opportunity to share their research with the broader Duke community to receive
their support, feedback, and mentorship. 

This year, the Symposium will take place on a virtual platform. You will have access to
student poster and PowerPoint presentations, as well as reflections on participating in
the Margolis Internship Program. Access the Summer Research Symposium by joining
us on the Duke-Margolis YouTube Channel. We are excited to have you join us. 

Welcome to the 2nd Annual
Duke-Margolis Summer Research Symposium

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYUBktOxKyOwK9C9yNc6pCA/featured


July 26, 2021

Dear Margolis Interns, Mentors, Faculty, Staff and Guests:

On behalf of the entire Duke-Margolis community, we are delighted to welcome you to
our inaugural virtual Summer Research Symposium.  At Duke-Margolis, we encourage
our undergraduate and graduate students to pursue meaningful research because we know
that they can make an important contribution to the field of health policy and healthcare. 

This symposium recognizes our intern’s scholarship and celebrates the dedication of
mentors from across Duke-Margolis’ Core Faculty and staff, community partners,
industry, and government. We are pleased to provide a setting where diverse students can
meet, engage with, and learn from each other. Our hope is that your example will help
inspire the next generation of critical researchers and problem-solvers in health policy and
health care transformation here in North Carolina and around the world. 

We want to thank our dedicated mentors, scholars, faculty, and staff for supporting the
hands-on experience that build life-long learners and engaged citizens. We welcome all of
you to the Duke-Margolis community and hope you enjoy engaging with the Summer
Research Symposium content. 

Sincerely, 

Mark McClellan, Gillian Sanders Schmidler, Sarah Dunn Phillips, Janet Prvu Bettger,
Corinna Sorenson, Andrea Thoumi, Julia Johnson, Richa Bhatt, and Kamaria Kaalund



Symposium At-a-Glance

Amber Lemmons
Mentor: Michael Frakes

G e o g r a p h i c  V a r i a t i o n  i n  H e a l t h c a r e
a n d  R a c i a l  H e a l t h  D i s p a r i t i e s

A  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  S o c i a l  R i s k  I n d i c e s :
A  C a s e  S t u d y  o f  P r e - t e r m  B i r t h
O u t c o m e s  i n  D u r h a m  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Albert Rancu
Mentors: Adam Kroetsch & Sarah Sheehan

I m p o r t a n c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
E n r o l l m e n t  i n  G o o d  C l i n i c a l  T r i a l
D e s i g n

Amy Labrador
Mentor: Rushina Cholera

Angela Huang
Mentors: Gavin Yamey, Wenhui Mao,
Kaci Kennedy

D o n o r  D e p e n d e n c y  a n d  T r a n s i t i o n
V u l n e r a b i l i t i e s :  A  M a p p i n g  A n a l y s i s
o n  W H O  G H E D  a n d  O E C D  C R S
D a t a s e t s

E x a m i n i n g  R a c i a l  D i s p a r i t i e s  i n
S t r o k e  I n c i d e n c e  w i t h i n  D u r h a m
C o u n t y

Ana DeCesare
Mentor: Janet Prvu Bettger

A  C a l l  f o r  P o l i c y  R e f o r m  t o  A d d r e s s
t h e  D i g i t a l  D i v i d e  i n  A m e r i c a  ( c o m i n g
s o o n )

Ankita Patil
Mentor: Dev Sangvai

Anthony Salgado
Mentors: Ipchita Bharali, Wenhui Mao,
Gavin Yamey

E x a m i n i n g  E f f i c i e n c y  o f  P r E P  i n
A d o l e s c e n t s  f o r  t h e  R e d u c t i o n  o f  H I V
R i s k :  A  S y s t e m a t i c  R e v i e w

P a s s i n g  T h r o u g h  o r  P a s s i n g  U p  o n
P r e m i u m  R e d u c t i o n s ?  A  S t u d y  o f  A C A
R e i n s u r a n c e  S u b s i d i e s  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Anna Bartz
Mentor: Rob Saunders

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  A l t e r n a t i v e
P a y m e n t  M o d e l s  i n  F e d e r a l l y  Q u a l i f i e d
H e a l t h  C e n t e r s  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Anu Warrier
Mentors: Kate Bundorf & Virginia Wang

Christine Craig
Mentor: Corinna Sorenson

D e s i g n i n g  I n t e g r a t e d  C a r e  M o d e l s  f o r
D u a l l y  E l i g i b l e  B e n e f i c i a r i e s  w i t h  a
H e a l t h  E q u i t y  L e n s  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Cynthia Dong
Mentors: Adam Kroetsch & Sarah Sheehan

T e l e h e a l t h :  D i s p a r i t i e s  i n  B e h a v i o r a l
H e a l t h  T r e a t m e n t



Symposium At-a-Glance

Danah Younis
Mentor: Gillian Sanders Schmidler

B o t h  S i d e s  o f  t h e  C o s t s  o f  H e a r i n g
L o s s :  D i r e c t  M e d i c a l  C o s t s  a n d  C o s t s
o n  E c o n o m i c  P r o d u c t i v i t y  ( c o m i n g
s o o n )

R e - I m a g i n i n g  S p i n e  C a r e  i n  t h e  D u k e
U n i v e r s i t y  H e a l t h  S y s t e m :  M a n a g i n g
a n d  T r e a t i n g  L o w  B a c k  P a i n

Devan Desai
Mentor: Christine Goertz

Elaijah Lapay
Mentors: Gavin Yamey, Wenhui Mao,
Zin Mar Win

C o s t - E f f e c t i v e n e s s  A n a l y s i s  o f
C a r d i o v a s c u l a r  D i s e a s e  I n t e r v e n t i o n s
i n  M y a n m a r :  A  M a r k o v  M o d e l  S t u d y

D i s p a r i t i e s  i n  C o g n i t i o n  a n d  C o g n i t i v e
T r a j e c t o r i e s  a m o n g  U . S .  E l d e r l y

Earnest Wang
Mentors: Nitzan Arad & Aparna Higgins

T e c h n o l o g y  T r a n s f e r  i n  t h e  C o n t e x t  o f
D r u g  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  D r u g  P r i c i n g

Elizabeth Hepburn
Mentor: Frank Sloan

Emma Clark
Mentors: Marianne Hamilton-Lopez &
Nitzan Arad

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  P a y e r  E v i d e n t i a r y
N e e d s  f o r  A l z h e i m e r ’ s  D i s e a s e
M o n o c l o n a l  A n t i b o d y  T r e a t m e n t s

I n c r e a s i n g  E q u i t y  a n d  A c c e s s  t o
C a n c e r  C a r e

Elizabeth Kayzman
Mentor: Gillian Sanders Schmidler

B a r r i e r s  a n d  F a c i l i t a t o r s  t o  S c a l e - u p
o f  H e a r i n g  H e a l t h c a r e  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Fateha Zannath & Natalie Wong
Mentor: Herbert Kim Lyerly

Jeremy Jacobs
Mentor: Katie Greene

A c h i e v i n g  P r o g r e s s  T o w a r d  H e a l t h
E q u i t y  U s i n g  R a c e  a n d  E t h n i c i t y  D a t a :
S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r
S t a t e s  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

James Zheng
Mentors: Will Bleser & Rebecca Whitaker

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’ s  C O V I D - 1 9  S u p p o r t
S e r v i c e s  P r o g r a m :  A  P r e v i e w  o f  t h e
H e a l t h y  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  P i l o t s



Symposium At-a-Glance

Joslin Coggan
Mentors: Krishna Udayakumar,
Blen Biru, Andrea Taylor

T h e  R a c e  f o r  G l o b a l  C O V I D - 1 9  E q u i t y

T h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  I n t i m a t e  P a r t n e r
V i o l e n c e  S c r e e n i n g s  i n  C l i n i c a l
S e t t i n g s

Josee Li
Mentor: Mike Landry

I n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y  o f  I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l
T r a u m a  a n d  D i s a b i l i t y :  A  S c o p i n g
R e v i e w  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Kami Pullakhandam & Shivam Patel
Mentors: Beth Gifford, Megan Golonka,
LaMani Adkins

Lisvel Matos
Mentor: Andrea Thoumi

H e a l t h  P o l i c y  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o
A d d r e s s  S y s t e m i c  B a r r i e r s  t o  H I V
P r e v e n t i o n  i n  B l a c k  a n d  L a t i n x
G a y / B i s e x u a l  M e n  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

D e v e l o p i n g  a  D e c i s i o n  T r e e  t o  T e s t  t h e
I m p a c t  o f  L o w  D o s e  A s p i r i n  o n
P r e v e n t i n g  H y p e r t e n s i v e  D i s o r d e r s  o f
P r e g n a n c y  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ( c o m i n g
s o o n )

Lauren Holt
Mentor: Gavin Yamey

B a r r i e r s  a n d  F a c i l i t a t o r s  t o  M o v i n g
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  S e x  E d u c a t i o n  H i g h e r
u p  t h e  P o l i c y  A g e n d a  a t  t h e  L o c a l  a n d
S t a t e  L e v e l :  A  M i x e d  M e t h o d s  S t u d y
w i t h  K e y  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  S e x  E d u c a t i o n
S t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  T e x a s  ( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Lizzy Simmons
Mentors: Osondu Ogbuoji, Evan Myers, 
Gillian Sanders Schmidler

Megan Knauer
Mentors: Mina Silberberg, Osondu Ogbuoji,
Gillian Sanders Schmidler

S u s t a i n a b l e  M e a l  D e l i v e r y  S e r v i c e  f o r
M e d i c a r e  A d v a n t a g e  E n r o l l e e s

V a l i d a t i o n  a n d  C a l i b r a t i o n  o f  a
M i c r o s i m u l a t i o n  M o d e l  o f  H e a r i n g
L o s s  i n  C h i l e ,  I n d i a ,  a n d  N i g e r i a
( c o m i n g  s o o n )

Maddie Fowler
Mentors: Michelle Franklin, Rushina Cholera,
Gillian Sanders Schmidler

I n t e l l e c t u a l / D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t y
W a i v e r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  N e e d
A c r o s s  S t a t e s

Mohini Johri
Mentor: Gillian Sanders Schmidler



Symposium At-a-Glance

Riya Mohan
Mentors: Marianne Hamilton-Lopez & 
Patricia Green

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  E v i d e n c e
G e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  G e n e  T h e r a p y  S p a c e

E v a l u a t i n g  t h e  C M S  I n c e n t i v i z a t i o n  &
P e n a l i z a t i o n  S t r a t e g y  t o  A c h i e v e
H e a l t h y  P e o p l e  2 0 3 0  G o a l s

Rohan Gupta
Mentor: Bradi Granger

C r o s s - S e c t o r  I n t e r v e n t i o n  S t r a t e g i e s
t o  T a r g e t  C h i l d h o o d  F o o d  I n s e c u r i t y
i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

Ronit Sethi
Mentors: Wenhui Mao & 
Kaci Kennedy McDade

D e p e n d e n c y  o n  F o r e i g n  A i d  f o r  H e a l t h :
A  S y s t e m a t i c  R e v i e w

Sophie Hurewitz
Mentors: Rushina Cholera, Michelle Franklin,
Gillian Sanders Schmidler

Takhona Grace Hlatshwako
Mentor: Corinna Sorenson

P r e s c r i b i n g  P a t t e r n s  v i a  T e l e h e a l t h
d u r i n g  C O V I D - 1 9 :  A  L i t e r a t u r e  R e v i e w

Nikhil Chaudry
Mentors: Andrew Flynn & Andrea Thoumi

H e a l t h  P o l i c y  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o
M i t i g a t e  C O V I D - 1 9  S y s t e m i c  B a r r i e r s
E x p e r i e n c e d  b y  B l a c k  a n d  L a t i n x
C o m m u n i t i e s

Nadia Bey
Mentor: Janet Prvu Bettger

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  F a c t o r s  I m p a c t i n g
T e l e h e a l t h  U s e  f o r  M u s c u l o s k e l e t a l
H e a l t h  C o n d i t i o n s



Mentors, thank you for taking the time this summer to support the 2021
Margolis Interns. With your support and mentorship, students have had the
opportunity to gain foundational knowledge of the field of health policy,
network with professionals and peers, gain hands-on research and
presentation experience, and much more. Thank you for building positive
relationships with our students, and further strengthening the Margolis
community. 

Mentor Acknowledgment

If you are looking for more information about the Margolis Internship
Program, or want to learn about our Interns and their experiences, please
visit the Duke-Margolis Website. We look forward to connecting with you.

Want More Program Information?

Adam Kroetsch
Andrea Taylor
Andrea Thoumi
Andrew Flynn
Beth Gifford
Blen Biru
Bradi Granger
Christine Goertz
Corinna Sorenson
Dev Sangvai
Evan Myers
Frank A. Sloan
Gavin Yamey
Gillian Sanders Schmidler
H. Kim Lyerly
Hemi Tewarson
Janet Prvu Bettger
Kaci Kennedy McDade
Kate Bundorf
Katie Greene

Summer 2021 Mentors
Krishna Udayakumar
LaMani Adkins
Marianne Hamilton Lopez
Megan Golonka
Michael Frakes
Michelle Franklin
Mike Landry
Mina Silberberg
Nitzan Arad
Osondu Ogbuoji
Patty Green
Rebecca Whitaker
Rob Saunders
Rushina Cholera
Sarah Sheehan
Virginia Wang
Wenhui Mao
Will Bleser
Zin Mar Win

https://healthpolicy.duke.edu/

