
 

 

2026 Health Policy Conference 
Duke-Margolis Institute 

10th Anniversary 
Westin DC Downtown, Washington, DC 

Wednesday, May 13, 2026  
 

Driving Health Policy Transformation in the Next Decade 
 
12:30-12:35 pm   Welcome 
    Mark McClellan, Director, Duke-Margolis Institute for Health Policy 

Robert Margolis, Founding Donor, Duke-Margolis Institute for Health 
Policy 

 
12:35-1:15 pm Session 1— Next Generation Clinical Trials to Accelerate Cures 
 As a U.S. Department of Health and Human Services task force crafts an 

action plan to align federal supports for point-of-care (POC) clinical 
trials, federal legislators will discuss a bi-partisan, collaborative effort in 
Congress that aims to transform clinical trials. Two key areas of focus are 
making clinical trials more community-based and more efficient in 
revealing promising new treatments.  

 
Moderator: Mark McClellan 
 
Fireside Chat 

 Rep. Jake Auchincloss (D-MA)  
 Rep. Morgan Griffith (R-VA) (invited) 
 
1:15-1:55 pm                                 Session 2— By 2036: The Key Areas of Health Care Progress to Achieve 

in the Decade 
 
 The session is focused on surfacing essential areas of health care and 

public health that must advance to achieve high value, affordable, 
patient-focused care, and the solutions to pursue to achieve this crucial 
goal.  

     
Moderator: Mark McClellan 

 
    Fireside Chat 

    Karen DeSalvo, Chief Health Officer, Google (retired) 
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Jennifer Doudna, 2020 Nobel Prize recipient and Professor of 

biochemistry, biophysics and structural biology at University of 

California, Berkeley  

Robert Wachter, Professor and Chair of the Department of Medicine at 

the University of California, San Francisco, and author, “A Giant Leap: 

How AI is Transforming Healthcare and What That Means for Our 

Future” 

 
1:55-2:35 pm    Session 3—Incubator for Innovation: Mapping the Path Forward for  

State and Rural Health Transformation 
 

States have long been a hotbed for health care innovation, building and 

testing programs to best care for their citizens. States will again be a 

focus for catalyzing transformation as they prepare to launch Rural 

Health Transformation grants. This session will focus on the 

opportunities states have to innovate care and highlight emerging 

effective strategies to navigate a dynamic health care policy 

environment. 

Moderator:  Rebecca Whitaker, Research Director, NC Health Care 
Innovation and Medicaid Transformation, Duke-Margolis 

 
Panelists 
Dan Brillman, Deputy Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services and Director of Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (invited) 
Bruce Greenstein, Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health 
Meena Seshamani, Maryland Secretary of Health 
Rajaie Batniji, Co-founder and CEO at Waymark  

         
2:35-2:50 pm Break 
 
2:50-3:30 pm Session 4: GLP-1 and Beyond: Securing the Promise of Transformative 

Therapies 
 
 GLP-1 treatments have been novel and disruptive, but they are only the 

beginning of the potential trajectory for transformative therapies to 
impact care, access, and payment policies. This session will explore the 
path forward for these groundbreaking therapies and how digital tools 
can and should track outcomes and inform decisions about how new 
therapies are used.  

  
Moderator:   Marianne Hamilton Lopez, Senior Research Director, 

Biomedical Innovation, Duke-Margolis 
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Panelists 
John Brooks, Deputy Administrator and the Chief Policy and Regulatory 
Officer, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (invited) 
David Brailer, Executive Chairman, Health Evolution  
Patrick Conway, CEO, Optum 
Dave Ricks, CEO, Eli Lilly and Company 

     
3:30-4:00 pm Session 5: Employers as Engines of Health Care Transformation  
 

Employers direct nearly $100 billion in health care spending through 

their benefit decisions. In this session we examine the role of employers 

in fostering health care transformation. What are the opportunities and 

what are the limitations of employers as engines of health care 

transformation? How can employers do more and how can policy help? 

Moderator: Kate Bundorf, J. Alexander McMahon Distinguished 
Professor of Health Policy and Management, Sanford 
School of Policy, Duke University, and Duke-Margolis 
Core Faculty Member 

 
Fireside Chat 
Dan Mendelson, CEO, Morgan Health, JP Morgan 
Cheryl Pegus, CEO and Chair, Flytehealth, and Co-Chair, Duke-Margolis 
Capital Impact Council  
 

4:00-4:40 pm Session 6: The Digital Health Imperative:  Ignite Innovation that 
Empowers Patients, Improves Outcomes, and Lowers Costs  
 
Ensuring that Americans have digital tools that will advance their health 

and inform decisions about care is a major focus of both the public and 

private sectors. This focus means incentivizing the development and use 

of effective clinical digital tools that advance health, create value, and 

reduce costs, rather than just automate current processes. This panel 

will discuss the opportunities and policy levers to empower 

transformative innovation within health care through the deployment of 

effective digital tools.  

Moderator: Christina Silcox, Research Director for Digital Health, 
Duke-Margolis 

 
Panelists 
Jacob Shiff, Chief AI & Technology Officer, CMS Innovation Center  
Jen Goldsack, CEO, Digital Medicine Society 
Caroline Pearson, Executive Director, Peterson Health Technology 
Institute 
A. Marc Harrison, Chair, TowerBrook Healthcare Institute 
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4:40-5:10 pm  Session 7— Next Big Steps to Advance Health Care Transformation and 
Biomedical Innovation 

 
    Moderator: Mark McClellan 
 

Fireside Chat 

Chris Klomp, Director of Medicare and Deputy Administrator, CMS, and 

Senior Advisor to HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 

5:10-5:15 pm   Closing Remarks 
    Mark McClellan 
 
5:15-6:15 pm   Reception 


