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Speaker Biographies 

 
Brian Canter is an Assistant Policy Research Director on the Biomedical Innovation 
team working on policy solutions to improve development, regulatory review, and 
evidence generation for broadening access and availability to medical products. He 
manages one of the Biomedical Innovation team's cooperative agreements with the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Brian's portfolio of work spans several key 
areas within the biomedical innovation space. As the lead researcher on regulatory 
considerations to enable greater competition for biologics, he has evaluated the value 

of the interchangeability designation and derived strategies to foster future biosimilar development for 
cell and gene therapies. Supporting the Institute's thought leadership to modernize clinical trials, Brian 
guides the policy work for the Coalition for Advancing Clinical Trials at the Point of Care. Brian has also 
managed several projects within the  Institute's regulatory science work, including public meetings 
convened with FDA to advance clinical trial innovation and premarket safety analytics. In addition to 
biomedical innovation, Brian has done extensive work within the Institute's 21st Century Public Health 
and Population Health portfolio. He oversaw a project focused on addressing the burden of respiratory 
viruses through reduction of disease transmission. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Brian led the 
Institute's work to maximize adoption of therapeutics, with a focus on Test-to-Treat pathways. Prior to 
joining Duke-Margolis, Brian completed a PhD in Biomedical Sciences with a focus in Biomedical 
Engineering from Rutgers University. His thesis research focused on utilizing radiation therapy 
systemically to treat metastatic breast cancer that spread to bone. Brian also graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Biomedical Engineering from Tufts University. 
  

Marianne Hamilton Lopez is the Senior Research Director of Biomedical Innovation, an 
adjunct associate professor, and core faculty at the Duke-Margolis Institute for Health 
Policy in Washington, DC. She leads the strategic design and direction of the Institute’s 
Biomedical Innovation portfolio, with a focus on medical products development and 
regulation, real world evidence, infectious disease preparedness, and payment, pricing, 
and coverage of drugs and medical devices. She also oversees the Value for Medical 
Products Consortium and partners with Duke University faculty, scholars, and external 

health experts to advance this work. Prior to joining Duke-Margolis, Dr. Hamilton Lopez was a senior 
program officer with the National Academy of Medicine’s Leadership Consortium for a Value & Science-
Driven Health System and provided strategic direction and oversight of the Consortium’s Science and 
Technology portfolio and Clinical Effectiveness Research Innovation and the Digital Learning 
Collaboratives. She was a Senior Manager at AcademyHealth; a Public Health Community Advisor for 
the United States Cochrane Center; and the Federal Women’s Program Manager and American 
Indian/Alaska Native Employment Program Manager for the National Institutes of Health. 
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John Huddleston is a staff scientist in the Bedford Lab. John’s work includes 
independent research, software development, and educational outreach and 
mentorship. He studies the evolution of seasonal influenza viruses, develops 
computational models to predict the composition of future influenza populations, and 
contributes to reports to the World Health Organization’s vaccine composition 
meetings. He is also a core developer of Nextstrain, contributing to bioinformatics 
toolkits, workflows, and training. His current work builds on his PhD research in the 

Bedford lab and previous roles as a bioinformatics specialist in the Eichler Lab at the University of 
Washington, a software developer at Western Washington University, and a master’s researcher in 
computer science and biology. 
 

Emily Toth Martin is a Professor of Epidemiology whose research focuses on infectious 
diseases—particularly influenza, SARS‑CoV‑2, and RSV—with an emphasis on vaccine 
effectiveness, virus transmission, and strategies to prevent and treat infection. Her 
work spans community, hospital, and ambulatory settings and includes major 
contributions to improving observational study designs and understanding immune 
correlates of protection. She leads large field and laboratory teams, serves as a core 
investigator in multiple CDC and NIAID national research networks, and directs the 

Michigan Center for Respiratory Virus Research and Response. Dr. Martin holds a PhD and MPH in 
Epidemiology from the University of Washington and a BS in Microbiology from the University of 
Michigan, has held faculty roles at Wayne State University and the University of Michigan, and is 
recognized with multiple awards for her leadership and contributions during the COVID‑19 pandemic. 
 

M. Anthony Moody is the J. Buren Sidbury Distinguished Professor of Pediatrics and 
Professor of Integrative Immunobiology at Duke and an experienced clinician in 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases. He serves as the principal investigator of the Duke CIVICs 
Vaccine Center (DCVC) at the Duke Human Vaccine Institute. The DCVC is one of three 
vaccine discovery centers in the NIH-funded Collaborative Influenza Vaccine Innovation 
Centers program which is working to develop the next generation of influenza vaccines. 
He is also co-principal investigator of a program grant working to develop a vaccine 

against syphilis. Recently, Dr. Moody took on the role of Director of the Children’s Health & Discovery 
Initiative at Duke University, a program tasked with promoting research to benefit children. Dr. Moody 
obtained his MD from Duke University School of Medicine in 1999 after which he trained in Pediatrics at 
Emory University School of Medicine before returning to Duke to train in Pediatric Infectious Diseases. He 
joined the faculty at Duke in 2006 where he performs both clinical and basic science research. His primary 
basic science research interest is the B cell response to vaccination, infection, and autoimmune disease. 
 

L.J Tan was the director of medicine and public health at the American Medical 
Association (AMA) prior to joining Immunize.org. Dr. Tan was a voting member of the 
Department of Health and Human Services' National Vaccine Advisory Committee from 
2009 to 2013, where he served on the adult immunization, vaccine safety, and 
healthcare worker immunization working groups, and chaired the immunization 
infrastructure working group. He also served for twelve years as the AMA's liaison to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices, where he was a founding member of the evidence-based working group, and served on the 
influenza, pneumococcal, zoster, and adult immunization working groups. He co-founded and currently 
chairs the National Adult and Influenza Immunization Summit. He continues to collaborate with 
international organizations such as ESWI and APACI to improve immunization coverage rates globally. He 

file:///C:/Users/gsh12/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CUO0RFJU/healthpolicy.duke.edu


 

 

Duke-Margolis Institute for Health Policy   |   healthpolicy.duke.edu 3  

is the current Co-Chair for the Global Influenza Initiative, and also serves on multiple steering 
committees/advisory boards including the 317 Coalition, the Adult Vaccine Access Coalition (AVAC), and 
the Unity (United for Adolescent Vaccination) Consortium. Dr. Tan also serves, or has served on the 
National Quality Forum’s Adult Immunizations Expert Committee, the Pharmacy Quality Alliance’s Adult 
Immunization Working Group, and numerous national and international expert and technical advisory 
committees, including panels for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, The Joint Commission, 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, on issues ranging from vaccine hesitancy, to 
immunization quality measurement development, to adult immunizations, to immunization access and 
delivery. In 2007, he founded the National Immunization Congress and organized its 2007 and 2010 
meetings which developed new and innovative policy solutions to address barriers to immunizations in 
the United States. Dr. Tan serves/has served as an editor/reviewer for Vaccine, BMC Infectious Diseases, 
Medscape Infectious Diseases, and is a member of the ESCMID Vaccine Study Group and has published 
more than 100 peer-reviewed articles. 
 

Verna L. Welch is a senior medical affairs leader and epidemiologist with more than 17 
years of experience advancing global vaccine strategy across industry and public health 
settings. She currently serves as Medical Strategy Lead for Seasonal Vaccines at Pfizer, 
where she leads the development and execution of integrated medical strategies for 
influenza programs, including next-generation mRNA vaccine initiatives. Her work 
spans evidence generation, regulatory engagement, policy alignment, and cross-
functional leadership across R&D, access, and global public health stakeholders. Dr. 

Welch brings deep expertise in epidemiology and biostatistics, with a PhD in (UNC-CH)  and an MPH in 
Biostatistics (EUSPH), she has led observational and interventional studies, contributed to surveillance 
networks, and shaped evidence portfolios supporting vaccine effectiveness, burden of disease 
assessments, and immunization policy decisions. She has extensive experience engaging with regulatory 
and advisory bodies, including FDA/CBER, EMA, WHO and national immunization technical advisory 
groups. An active contributor to peer-reviewed literature, Dr. Welch has authored and co-authored 
publications on influenza and COVID-19 vaccines, with a focus on real-world evidence and policy-relevant 
outcomes. She is known for translating complex data into actionable insights for decision-makers and for 
fostering collaboration across global stakeholders.  
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